JOHN ADAMS’ – A DEFENCE OF THE CONSTITUTIONS 

OF GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

[1787-1788/.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA HAVE EXHIBITED, 

PERHAPS, THE FIRST EXAMPLE OF GOVERNMENTS 

ERECTED ON THE SIMPLE PRINCPLES OF NATURE…

IT WILL NEVER BE PRETENDED THAT ANY PERSONS 

EMPLOYED IN THAT SERVICE (OF FORMING THE NEW GOVERNMENT) 

HAD INTERVIEWS WITH THE GODS, OR WERE IN ANY

DEGREE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF HEAVEN, MORE 

THAN THOSE AT WORK UPON SHIPS OR HOUSES, 

OR LABORING IN MERCHANDISE; IT WILL BE FOREVER 

ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THESE GOVERNMENTS WERE 

CONTRIVED MERELY BY THE USE OF REASON AND THE SENSES.
ACTUAL JOHN ADAM’S STATEMENT

In his, "A Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United States of America" [1787-1788], 

John Adams wrote: 

"The United States of America have exhibited, perhaps, the first example of governments erected on the simple principles of nature; and if men are now sufficiently enlightened to disabuse themselves of artifice, imposture, hypocrisy, and superstition, they will consider this event as an era in their history. Although the detail of the formation of the American governments is at present little known or regarded either in Europe or in America, it may hereafter become an object of curiosity. It will never be pretended that any persons employed in that service had interviews with the gods, or were in any degree under the influence of Heaven, more than those at work upon ships or houses, or laboring in merchandise or agriculture; it will forever be acknowledged that these governments were contrived merely by the use of reason and the senses. 

". . . Thirteen governments [of the original states] thus founded on the natural authority of the people alone, without a pretence of miracle or mystery, and which are destined to spread over the northern part of that whole quarter of the globe, are a great point gained in favor of the rights of mankind." 
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